When the Ottomans conquered Syria and began to rule, they conducted several land surveys and left many land survey registers. Some registers recorded waqf deeds and waqf properties in the province of Damascus, including numerous small endowments made by ordinary people.
The chronicle of Ibn Ṭūlūn gives a detailed report about the conduct of the waqf survey. The new Ottoman qadi, Zayn al-ʿĀbidīn, was in charge of this survey and he used local Damascene staff. First, they ordered those in charge of waqf properties to appear and submit their accounts for the previous two years for examination on 7 Dhu al-Qaʿda 923/21 December 1517. Some of them appeared before the qadi and his staff, and, seeing that they were taking the waqf documents away, cried out and fled. Next day the investigators sent a letter to al-Nuʿaymī4 asking him to bring them his book (Tanbīh al-ṭālib wa-almadāris ʿalā bayān mawāḍiʿ al-fāʾida, another title of Dāris), which they wished use to get information about the religious institutions in Damascus so as to be able to survey the waqf (institutions and properties). Al-Nuʿaymī criticised them, saying it was customary to submit the list of waqf properties under the names of the individual founders one by one. They asked him to show them his book, but he refused and instead wrote the names of the madrasas on a piece of paper. Furthermore, al-Nuʿaymī and Ibn Ṭūlūn, who had abridged alNuʿaymī's book, sent their agents to the qadi, as he wished to know the names of the founders of the madrasas. They told him the names in order to give him evidence about the waqf. The following month, the qadi and his local staff went to the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter to survey the madrasas there. They began at the
